Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


reserve 

U  TECHNICAL  NOTEC 

F  7(r2^  I  \ 

1  I  LAKE  STATES  FOREST  EXPERIMENT  STATION  \ 

I  UNIVERSITY  FARM  ST.  PAUL  I,  MINNESOTA 

No.  515 

Lake  (States  Mines  Use  Large  Quantity  of  Wood 

In  1947,  Lake  States  timber  operators  cut  approximately  7,178,000  cubic  feet  of 
round  and  split  wood  products  for  iron  and  copper  mines,  according  to  a  survey 
recently  completed  by  the  Lake  States  Forest  Experiment  Station,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Forest  Research  Division  of  the  Michigan  College  of  Mining  and  Tech¬ 
nology.  Over  50  mining  companies  were  contacted  to  obtain  complete  records  of 
wood  procurement. 

Of  the  7  million  cubic  feet  of  rough  wood  produced  for  the  mines,  Michigan 
accounted  for  approximately  65  percent  of  the  total,  Minnesota  52  percent, 
and  Wisconsin  5  percent,  respectively.  Production  in  each  of  the  states  about 
met  the  needs  of  the  mines  in  that  State.  Of  the  material  cut,  over  5  million 
cubic  feet  were  mine  timbers,  slightly  less  than  2  million  cubic  feet  were 
mine  poles,  and  2  million  were  mine  lagging.  On  a  regional  basis,  mine  timbers 
averaged  about  5.5  cubic  feet  per  piece,  mine  poles  about  1.5  cubic  feet  per 
piece,  and  mine  lagging  about  69  cubic  feet  per  4x4x8-foot  cord. 

Most  of  these  rough  wood  products  are  used  in  the  iron  mines.  Less  than  4 
percent  of  the  total  mine  wood  was  produced  for  the  copper  mines.  Total  mine 
wood  production  accounted  for  about  1  percent  of  the  total  1947  forest  drain 
in  the  rake  States. 
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1 /  Includes  the  following  items.*  stulls,  props,  caps,  chute  logs,  shaft  roller 
stock,  hewed  shaft  timber,  smelter  poles.  2/  Includes  cribbing,  stage  poles, 
chute  poles,  and  smelter  brands.  5 /  Includes  hemlock,  pine,  and  tamarack. 
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